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To 


10 THE 


' ENGLISH NATION. 


Wen I Sg my firſt edigien on Im- 
priſonment for Debt, 1 cloſed the ſubje& with 
this exhortation, it being then the remarkable 
year of 1788, And now if the people will obey 
the command of God, and humble themſelves 
before the throne of righteouſneſs, it may pleaſe 
the Almighty to reſtore the King to his health, 
and the people to their ſenſes; and finally to cruſh 
oppreſſion, and let juſtice and mercy rule the land. 
The King at that time laboured under a derange- 
ment, but I thought the people mad, for there 


was no kind of management in their proceedings ; 
they ſay they have an excellent Conſtitution, but 
| | B there 


6 
there is not a County in England, but has a prion 
to hold oppreſſed innocence, whilſt their oppreſſors 
walk at large : Divine Providence did more than 
the Doctors expected, the King recovered, and 
now for the conſequences; a proceſſion 1 I; 

Paul's took place, which was pleaſing to heaven, 
and every honeſt mind felt the propriety of it; my 
eyes were intent on the King's virtuous Miniſler 
aſter he had him again under his advice; I expected 
proclamations one after the other of an entire new 
conſtruction, if it had been only out of a little 
gratitude. F irſt I thought the debtors would have 
been liberated, with a preſent of five guineas each, 
to enable them to appear decent, and the law be 
directed againſt the property, inſtead of the per- 
ſon; next I expeaed an act of grace to pardon all 
offences except cruelty, under the impreſſion 

that if care had been taken of the morals of the 
people, and they had not been drove to diſtrefs, 
that crimes would not have been committed ; then 
I expected all members of both Houſes of Par- 


lament would have been required to attend their 


duty and know what the buſineſs was before they 
gave their votes, and that the Judges would be 
| deſired 


( 4) 
deſired to ſtudy conltitutional law. That the 
Biſhops and rich Clergy would be ordered to do 
duty. themſelves, and the poor Clergy put upon 
a more equal footing ; in ſhort, I conceived, that 
as God has abundantly ſupplied all his creatures 
with the neceſſaries of life, that the King's Miniſter 
would ſuppoſe that there was a particular obligation 
for the people to enjoy their rights. I however 
by degrees found myſelf diſappointed, our beloved 
King's recovery was made uſe of on all occaſions 
for oppreſſion, taxes were encreaſed and influ- 
ence made ſtronger, and the national honour when 
it could have ſhewn itſelf in the cafe of Staniſlaus, 
the honeſt King of Poland was kept back but 
when oppreſſed Frenchmen thought they had a 
right to enjoy the comforts of life without a King, 
if they could not with one; then the power of this 
country was exerted againſt a nation's free opinion; 
and becauſe the French- cut of the head of a 
perjured Monarch, this country. continued the war 
to put in on again; I pitied the ill-adviſed Louis, 
the man was: no tyrant in his heart: but perhaps 
our Miniſters think ill advice to a King, not 
quite ſo material as the people ſometimes do: my 
buſineſs, 


( 12 ) 
buſineſs, the abolition of Impriſonment for Debt 
did not ſeem to get on; a flaming patriot pro- 
miſed me every ſupport in his power, as he was 
convinced it was an objekt of great national con- 
cern; but I found him rather tardy, and him nor 
his friends did not try to get me an honourable ſeat, 
although if they had taken my qualification back 
again, I might have got a clerk's place to a Banker 
or Merchant, who would have found it worth 
while to allow me five hundred a year to frank 
letters; I took an unfortunate method of getting 
on, by introducing my book to the Members of 
both Houſes of Parliament ; the majority of whom 
on a ſubje& of Reform, ſeldom read more than 
the title page; one noble Lord ſays to his ſervant, 
What is that book about? law, my Lord! I will 
have nothing to do wih it, it is worſe than 
the goſpel ; another ſays, if he brings any more 
books here, I will put them behind the fire, ſo 
| that 1 began to be in a little paſſion at not getting 
a ſtep forward, and therefore was determined to 
do my buſineſs at once by writing the underneath 
Addreſs to the Parliament, i in that ſharp TG 


paper the Argus, ee «077 US - 


TO 
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710 THE 


PAR LIAMENT 
or 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
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Addre 7 printed in the Argus, f 12, 1795. 


& MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN 


Tur RE Nation begin to verily the Ger- 
man proverb, © The greater the diſtreſs, the nearer 


to God.“ The people have long looked. up -t 


their Parliament to redreſs their, grievances, and 
eaſe their burdens; but inſtead thereof, they have 
beheld year after year an accumulation of oppreſ- 


fion, and freſſi inſults upon their rights; at length 


their ſouls recoil within themſelves, and pour out 
their complaints to that divine power, who is now 
enlightening the minds of all mankind : this Once 
happy country, may debate the beginning of its 


ruin to the ever to be lamented American War, 
when 
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barous ways: 


( 44 ) 


when 2 were ſpent, and the face of the earth 
ſtained with the blood of father and ſon, forced 


to murder each other to gratify the avarice and 


ambition of Stateſmen ; from that fatal time to the 
preſent, has heaven frowned upon this land, and 
its rulers have had power to oppreſs the people, 
and cruſh out the lives of the poor by ſecret bar- 
it is not enough that diſtreſs has 
crammed the gaols throughout England, colonized 
Botonay Bay, and glutted the gallows, the proſ- 
pet which preſents itſelf to the middling and lower 
orders of people, is, that thoſe who have not yet 
gone that road muſt expect to follow, old age goes 


down with ſorrow to the grave, and the children 


' ſucceed to their parent's miſery ; the nail of P: 


preſſion chat has been driven by government, is 
clenched by the law; and were the tax gatherer has 
taken the bed from under the induſtrious poor, 


the bailiff has followed, and ſnatched as his prey 


the unfortunate inhabitant ; ſuicide has cauſed ſome 


diſappointments, but our gaols, groaning hoſpitals, 
and poor houſes ſhew their full complement: 
There wants not the wand of Aſmodeus, to unroof 


the dvellings of poverty and ſickneſ 's, the iniquitous 


writs | 


c 16 y 
e of treſpaſs and on the 255 r bonn the 
| purſuits of honeſt induſtry, thouſands' of miſerable 
Engliſhmen to open view, who ſculk'about the 
boaſted land of liberty, where their bread is de- 
nied them; but what muſt be their feelings, when 
they read the praiſes beſtowed. upon the excellence 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution, by the moſt celebrated 
Orators in Parliament, at the ſame moment that 
they are deprived by the law, of what is moſt va- 
luable, their liberty, and che protection of their 
families! ſome who have no dear pledges of af- 
fection to detain them, ty from this law ridden 
country to the gallic ſhore, where policy now takes 
place of deſpotiſm, and a brave and generous na- 
tion, opens its arms to receive the perſecuted 
ſubjeQs of miſled governments. 1 


My Lr and Gentleman, the country people 
think, that Magna Charta was ſome fine old General 
who had done great ſervices formerly, but they 
know of no benefit they derive from him at preſent; 
and leaſt law Lords ſhould think it obſolete, it is 
neceſſary to obſerve, that the Conſtitution declares 
it to be a facred charter of the peoples liberties, 

which 


(46) 
Which ſhall live for ever; by it a Britiſh Subjekt 


is protefled in his liberty, and property, unleſs 


he has committed a felony. to the conviction of 


| his peers; à ſolemn. curſe is denounced againſt 
| whoever ſhall dare to violate it; and however, 
impriſonment for debt is ſuffered to prey like a 


vulture on the vitals of all who are not in parlia- 
ment, I truſt the day is not far off, when the 
humble latch of the pooreſt cottage, ſhall be as 


ſafe from the hand of ruffian violence, as the 


Palace Gates of the . Peer,” 


The —_— may 1 5 Addreſs to the 
Parliament would have had ſome effekt, but the 
members paid no more attention to it, than if I 


"Rd ſent the bible; I am therefore under the ne- 
| ceſſity of writing to my countrymen at large, and 
this is a fine remedy to be ſure; but perhaps 


Mr. Smith thinks otherwiſe ; however, I am come 


d o this determination, that if my countrymen will 
not ſerve me, 1 will them, and therefore I take 
.the diſagreeable taſk of repetition in hand, by 
again laying down the law for recovery of debt, 


and pointing out the rere every perſon is 
entitled 


2 


entitled to, at the ſame time I now tell the King, 
Lords and Commons, that * deſire I may have 
no further trouble in this buſineſs Let the 


privy-council recommend an honeſt man to 


the King for his Miniſter, who will put the 
_ Conſtitution on its baſe inſtead of its pinnacle, 
ſue to France for peace, and build a bridge of 
affeQion from Dover to Calais finally, I com- 
mand all people to love one another. 


IME CONSTITUTION OF ENGLAND 


IS A GOOD ONE. 


wo 


The legiſlative powers of the King, Lords, 
and Commons, is a grand degree of check one, 


on the other, that is honourable to a great 
nationen muſe be Telly ath 


The law of England is common lav, there 
ſhall not be two laws, one for the rich, and 


another for the poor, 


The law is the perfection of - reaſon, for no- 
thing that is contrary to reaſon, is conſonant to 
Law. 


" Comes 


S 
- Common law is common right, which thalP 
be had without expence, for no officer under 
the King ſhall take any thing for doing of his 
office, only of the auen that K may not 90 
_ bought. 


he law gives a remedy for every wrong. 


The ignorance of law cannot excuſe. 


— 


Statutes ſhall de e by reaſonable 


3 according to the meaning of the le- 


giſlator. 


The expoſition of the law belongs to the 
Judges, who are guilty of treaſon if er con- 
Krug them, falſely. 


They muſt be conſtrued, that no innocent 


man receive damage. 


Akts of Parliament that are againſt reaſon, or 


impoſfible. to be performed, | ſhall be | judged 
void. 


Na 


0 20. 


No law can be abrogated but by Act of Par- 
liament, but no AQ of Parliament can repeal 

Magna Charta, or alter the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Conſtitution. ; 

1 Bracton on the Common Law of England, 
ſays, © They are divinity built in the hearts of 
men,” and Britton, Glanville, Littleton, and 
Sir Edward Coke, ſay, that where the ſubject is 
injured, and has not redreſs; that it is not the 
fault of the law, but the falſe conſtrution put 
on it by the judges : whoſe wicked advice has 
oſten been a great hurt to many of our Kings. 
We find it recorded, 77 inſt. © 'Trefilian, Chief 
Juſtice of the King's Bench, and five judges 
more, with one of the King's Serjeants at Law, 
were executed at Tyburn as falſe traitors, by a 
judgment from the moſt ſupreme Court of judi- 
cature in the kingdom, the parliament, for de- 
livering their extravagant, illegal, and extra- 
judicial opinions, that the King might avoid a 


ſtatute, ordinance, and commiſſion, which had 
been made for the ſafety of both King and 
kingdom,” 


C2 n 


6289 
| Thus we ſee how cautious our anceſtors 
were, to provide for the ſafety and good of 
the King, and fubject; for they could not avoid 
leaving the explanation of Acts of Parliament to 
the Judges, yet if they gave extrajudicial opi- 
nions, chey were liable to be impeached and 


executed as falſe traitors ; nor is it to be won 


dered at, that Alfred who was a wiſe Prince, 
and ſtiled Anglicarum Legum Conditor, ſhould | 
execute twelve Judges at one time, for endea- 
vouring to ſubvert the good laws of the land. 


Aſter the death of this great Prince, che ſuc- 


ceeding Kings i*troduced foreign laws, and 


cuſtoms, too grievious to be borne ; ſo that the 
kingdom was involved with continual wars, for 


a great number of years; and the good laws of 


the land were fruſtrated by arbitrary power 


In the reign of King Jobn, that tyrant carried 
his arbitrary meaſures ſo far, that the Barons of 


the realm were obliged to take up arms againſt 
him; and aſter long ſtruggles for power on both 


ſides, John not being able to prevail againſt 


the Barons, ſent for them to meet him at Runny” 


mead, between Staines and Windſor; when he 
| there 


ta) 


there confirmed the rights and liberties of the 
fubject, in a charter called Magna Charta, as 


likewiſe the charter of the foreſis: but this ſecu- 


than whilſt the We kepe a check, over . 


N 7 d ac 11097} ores 
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; * * 1 the Third fucceeded bis father 


John, and at his coronation took an oath, to 
reſtore to the people. all their rights and hberties, 
and confirmed the charters granted by John ; 
but afterwards he ated the tyrant, and broke 
through the laws of the land, which compelled 
the barons again to have recourſe to arms; and 
having conquered the King's forces, they would 
not make peace, unleſs their liberties were very 


ſolemnly confirmed: and the barons having 


amended the charter of King John. King 
Henry, in the 35th year of his reign, came to 


Weſtminſter Hall, and in preſence of the no- 


bility and biſhops with lighted torches in their 
bands, Magna Charta was read; the King all 
that while laying is hand on his breaſt ; and at 


laſt ſolemnly ſwearing, faithfully and. inviolably 
70 


F 
U 


1 


# obſerve all the things therein contained, as he | 
was. 4 man, a chriflian, à foldies, and a K ing- 
Then the biſhops extinguiſhed their torches on 
the ground, and every one ſaid, thus let him be 

extinguiſhed, and ſtink in hell,” who violate this 
charter. Upon this the bells were ſet a ringing, ' 


and all perſons by nn nN of what 
was done. 590. 


The ſolemn preamble of it is, That it is made 
for the honour” of God, the exaltation of the 
holy church, and amendment of the kingdom, 
&c. it is divided into XXXVIII Chapters; 
the XXIXth Chapter is the ſecurity of an 
' Engliſhman's perſonal liberty, and whatever 
militates againſt it, is treaſon, 


, | 


| Magna Charta, Chapter x XXIX. n 


N freeman shall be taken, 
or imprisoned, or disseised of his 


free; 


„ 


ta) 
eehold, or liberties, | or free 


81339 


customs, c | or be outlawed, or ex- 


led, or any Way otherwise de- 
stroyed: nor we shall not pass 
upon him, but by the lawful 
judgment of his Peers, or by the 
law of the land; We will. sell to 
no man, we —_ not. deny. or de- 
fer to any, either justice or right. 
o This ſacred charter is the ſubſtance of com- 
mon law, contracted in ſuch a manner, as to be 
ſigned: and confirmed by a ſovereign, and to 
be banded down to poſterity, as 2 noble record 
of Engliſh law and juſtice. It is true, Henry 
ſwore for himſelf and ſucceſſors, but from him 
to the preſent King, a coronation oath is ad- 
miniſtered, wherein he ſwears. to maintain tire 
great charter, and all rights and privileges, it 


is declared to be the common law of the land, 


tig: 4 aſter 


( 24 ) 
after ſtatutes ſay, The words of thei great 
| charter ſhall live for ever.” 44 ſtatutes declare, 
& That any thing contained in tiem, or any other 


al that militates againſt t the great n ſhall be 
holes for nought.' „„ 


The word great, is owing to a leſſer charter 
of the forreſts, being Ggned by King John at 
the ſame time, but public writers play upon , 
the word, and indeed with ſome degree of 
propriety. Blackſtone in his commentaries, 
after obſerving the excellence of the ſirſt part 
of this charter, ſays, And laſtly (which alone 
would have merited the title which it bears of the 
great charter) it protected every individual of the 
nation. in the free enjoyment of his life, his liberty, 
and his property, unleſs declared to be forfeited by 
the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land.” 


The | cloſeſt words in which I can 
put the X XIXth Chapter of this charter is. 
© No innocent man ſhall be deſtroyed. This is 
its exact meaning; for if the Engliſh Conſtitution 


does not protect an innocent man, it is worth 
nothing 


* 
nothing, it is better to aboliſh it, and make a. 
new one; but I am well convinced that it does, 
and that the writ of treſpaſs iſſued againſt the 
body of the debtor, is a fictitious proceeding, 
contrary to every principle of law, juſtice, and 
humanity. Before I proceed to eſtabliſh this 
point, I muſt take notice of my quotation from 
the ſtatutes in my title page. The body of the 
debtor ſhall always be free, that he may ſerve the 
King in his wars, cultivate the ground, and main- 
lain his family. It may be ſaid this is an unjuſt 
war, this I readily grant, but to this poſition, 
I obſerve, that at the time our Anceſtors eſta- 
bliſhed the principle, the kingdom was liable 
to the invaſion and inrodes of Danes, Normans, 
Picts, and others, which made it neceſſary for 
the King to hold his-ſubjeQs in readineſs; and 
the barons were obliged by law to keep their 
; caſtles ih repair, and perform Knights Service; 
the two next poſitions, * Cultivate the ground 
and maintain his family,” is ſufficient to remove 
every idea of its being intended to be an inſtru- 
ment in the band of deſpotiſm, whatever uſe it 
may have been made /, 1 know, that to man the 

© navy 


(&) 
navy laſt ſeffion, à biff was paffed to prote@ all 
that entered from being taken out of the King's 
ſervice for debt, but there was no occaſion; for 
every perſon is entitled to-the fame protection 
of the law, which the members of the two houſes 
of parliament enjoy; and which the King takes 
upon himfelf to grant, without any A& of Par- 
liament: the birthright of Engliſhmen, is, that 
every man is under the protection of the law, 
and that the law of England is common unto all; 
and that there ſhall not be two laws, | one for the 
rich, and another for the & pets 


The iniquitous praflice of impriſonment for 
debt, does not regard, whether there is any 
debt owing, a rich man that takes a fancy to a 
poor man's wife, has only to arreſt him for a 
debt he cannot bail, and he gains his ends; to 
make the huſband's ſituation worſe, he ſends 
him bis children becauſe he has not bread for 
himſelf; and the wife is no where to be found. 
A particular inſtance of a man's being arreſted 
who did not owe any thing deſerves to be no- 
ticed.— One of thoſe pettyfogging Attorneys 
with 


627 
with which this metropolis ſwarms, being in 
company with one of his underſtrappers, ſlaw a 
gentiemen in the ſtreet, whom he had a flight 
knowledge of; he told his companion he could 
Put 4 hundred pounds in his pocket; the other 
anſwered he would do any thing for ſuch a ſum 
except murder: they then followed the gentle- 
Man to his Inn the attorneys aſſiſtant made 
an affidavit of three thouſand pounds debt 
- againſt the gentleman ; the Attorney had him 
arreſted, and carried to a lock-up=houſe; the 
poor gentlemen felt the fatal conſequence of 
Walking London ſtreets, the ſeat of lau and 
quſtice; be could not procure hail, and there- 
fore ſent a gentlemen to a judge to repreſent 
bis caſe; the judge told him that nothing could 
be done out of the uſual courſe of buſineſs. The 
country gentleman was ſo frightened to ſtay 
longer in confinement, that he ſent for the pre- 
tended plaintiff's Attorney, and gaye two hun- 
dred pounds for his diſcharge—ſuch buſineſs as 
this, makes oath-taking a lucrative trade. Lord 
Camden, when prefident of the council, told me 
he hoped theſe caſes did not occur often; my 
D 2 | reply 


„ 

reply was, only every day in the week except 
ſundays, at one part or other of the kingdom: 
- that it ſhould happen at all, that any man ſhould 
-by taking an oath, for which a man may be 
-hired in England for half a crown, ſhould 
have it in his power to arreſt, and throw into 
gaol, an innocent man, is the higheſt infult to 
the laws of the country; but few Frenchmen 
were ſuſpended in cages in the Baſtile of Paris, 
yet the dread of what every man was liable to, 
was ſufficient to pruduce a Revolution ; and if 
: there were not protections againſt impriſonment 
for debt in England, I am certain a Revolution 
would have taken place long before now, the 
members of the two houſes of parliament would 


-have been the firſt to have drawn their ſwords; | 


| the peers claim their privilege by Birth; the 
commons claim by their ſpeaker, the firſt day 
of the fitting of every new parliament, a pri- 
vilege from arreſt from the King; which the 
King always grants, or he would be obliged to 
meet his parliament in the King's Bench.— 4 
mean ſcandalous exemption from an iniquitous 
practice, which all the reſt of the nation is to 
groan under, in defiance of that Conſlitution 


they ſwear to maintain. 
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Si R Edward Coke, firſt Chief juſtice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, and afterwards Chief 
Judge of the King's Bench; and Sir William 
Blackſtone, Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas; 
the two greateſt law authorities, have clearly 
laid down the proceedings for recovery ef 
debt, all other is illegal. | | 


The Court of Common Pleas, is the only 
general court in the kingdom for pleas of debt, 
between ſubjeR, and ſubjeQ; all leſſer courts, 
ſuch as County Court, Sheriffs Court, Court 
N Hundred, 


1 

Hundred, &c. have their appeal to that higheft 
court 'of law for recovery of debt. Magna 
Charta ſays, © The Court of Common Pleas 
ſhall De held in a certain place; therefore it is 
fixed at Weſtminſter, as the centre ofthe kingdom, 
that every perſon may know where to apply for 
recovery of property; for before that time, 
it uſed, like the Court of King's Bench, to 
remove at the pleaſure of the Juſtices of the 
court, or of the King: but the Court of Kings 
Bench continued to move after the King, be- 
cauſe 1. was preſumed the King was always pre- 
Jent in perſon, all writs iſſuing out of that court, 
runs thus to this very day, “ bring the body he- 
fore the King himſelf wherever he all then be.” 
Therefore to prevent any actions for debt being 
brought into the King's Bench, it is ordained 
by ſtatute law, “ No Peas al follou our Court. 
And the reaſon muſt be obvious to every man, 
that it muſt have been a great detriment to per- 
ſons ſuing for debt, to follo the King from 
_ coupty to county, before they could obtain 
zuſtice; beſides the Court of King's Bench, be- 


a a court oftaphahed to take cogniznnce only 


(6 8£ ) 

of crimes and treſnuſſes, in whieh' the Ring ws 
a party concerned (as the protector of every man 
to his law) it would have interferec with its 
Jariſdiction, 00 he invaded N it ao of 
debt. 41 I F TI enk 54 


The Court of Common Pleas: being che only: 
general court in the kingdom for debt, her 


follows its proceedings. 


COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 
OBE IN AE. / 


11 George the Second, by the grace of Cod, 

- of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, and fo ſorth; to the 
Sheriff of Oxfordſhire greeting, Command 
Charles Long, late of Burford, Gentleman, that 
juſtly and without delay, he render to William 
Burton, two hundred pounds, which te oer 
him, and unjuſtly detains as he faith. And un- 
jeſs he ſhall ſo do, and if the ſaid William ſhall 
make you ſecure of profecuting his claim, then 


ſum- 
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* 
ſummon by good ſummoners, the aforeſaid Charles, 
that he be before our Juſtices at Weſtminſter, 


on the oftaye of St. Hilary, to ſhew wherefore 


he hath not done it, and have you then there 
the ſummoners and this writ. Witneſs Sir 


Jobn Willes, Knight, at Weſtminſter, the twenty 
third day of January, in-the OO" 2 80 your 


of our reign.“ 
1 RETURx. os 


1 we . th within 3 
Charles Long. 
Pledgesof IJ. Dox. Summoners of the with- 
e Een 1 * Ro E. | IN named Charles Long. 
| R. Morris. 
H. Jon NSON, 


oM vr 7 
. — — 
—— H— 


"The Sheriff believing William to bes a man of 
good lame, puts i in the fictitious names of J. Dox, 
and R. Rox, for his ſecurity to proſecute; but 
the Sheriff hed a diſcretionary power reſpeQing 
the. ſecurity, he was to proſecute ; ; for he was to 


take good ſecurity ; ; but every reaſonable man 
will 


' 


© 38 3 
will allow, that as the debtor was only to be 
ſummoned into court, the Sheriff might with- 
out any hurt to juſtice, put in a fictitious ſe- 
curity, and it was meant by law, that both par- 
ties ſhould, be preſent in court; but in conſi- 
deration, that a man might not be able to 
ſpeak in court, or that his concerns were more 
urgent elſewere, he was allowed to appear by 
his friend or attorney, which was as fair for one 
as the other. If the defendant appeared, then 
his appearance is recorded, and he puts in 
ſureties for his future appearance, the ſame fic- 
titious names of J. Dok, and R. Rox, that were 


pledges for the plaintiffs proſocution. 


The defendant before he pleads is allowed 
one imparlance, to ſee if he can end the matter 
amicably, by talking with the plaintiff; which 
cuſtom is ſuppoſed to have ariſen from a prin- 
ciple of religion. Agree with thine adverſary 
quickly whilſt thou art in the way with him.” 
The defendant may alſo demand oyer of the 
bond, or ſpeciality, upon which the action is 
brought: i. e. to have it read to bim, the de- 

E fendant 


( $4 } 
fendant in time paſt being ſuppoſed not capable 
of reading it himſelf; after which the whole i is 
entered verbatum upon record, and the de- 
fendant may make objection to any part of it, 
not ſtated in the plaintiff 8 declaration. When 
theſe proceedings are over, the defendant muſt 


put in 25 plea or excuſe,” 


Pleas are of two forts, dilatory pleas, and 
pleas to the adtion; dilatory pleas are to the 
jurifdiction of the court, alledging i it ought not 
to hold plea of this i injury, it ariſing beyond ſea, 
&c. or to the diſability of the plaintiff, by rea- 
ſon vhereof he is incapable to commence or 
continue his ſuit, as that he is an alien, enemy, 
outlawed, excommunicated, attainted of treaſon, 
or under Preamunire not in rerum natura (being 
only a fiftitious perſon) an infant, a femme 
couvert, or a monk profeſſed, or in abatement, 
according to the circumſtances of the caſe. It 
is however very juſt that by ſtatute 4 and 5 
Ann c. 16. No dilatory plea i 2s to be admitted 
without Mdavit made of the truth ther eof.” 1 | 


3&5 501 A os 


a 
A plea to the action is to anſwer the merits 
of the caſe: this is done by confeſſing or deny- 
ing the truth of the complaint; a plea of ſet off, 
or cognovit ationem, is when the plaintiff is in - 
debted i in part, if the plaintiff ſues for ten pounds 
due on a note of hand, the defendant may ſet 
off nine pounds due to bimſelf; and in caſe he 
pleads ſuch ſet off, he muſt pay che balance into 
court. Statutes 2, George II. c. 22 and 8; 
George II. c. 24, enacts, That where there are 
mutual debts between the plaintiff and def endant, one 
debt may be ſet againſt the other, and either pleaded in 
bar, or given in evidence upon the general iſſue al the 
trial, which will operate in payment, and exlimgu! TW 
ho much of the plaintiff's demand.” Pleas that to- 
tally deny the cauſe of complaint, are either 
the general iſſue or a ſpecial plea in bar. The 
general iſſue, or general plea, is what denies at 
once the whole declaration, as nil debit, he owes 
nothing; non eft factum, it is not his deed; or, 
non aſſumpſit, he made no ſuch promiſe. Special 
pleas, are various, according to the circum- 
ſtances of the defendant's caſe, as in real actions 
a general releaſe, or a fine, or an accord; arbi- 
ns E 2 tration, 


( 35 ) 
tration, or ſome other fat which pre e ludes 
che plaintiff from his action; alſo the defendant 
may plead the ſtatutes of limitation, 


Iſſue, exitus, being the end of all the pleadings, 
is founded either upon matter of law, or matter 
of fact. An ifſue upon matter of law, is called 
a demurrer, and it confeſſes the fact to be true, 
as ſtated by the oppoſite party; but denies that 
by the law ariſing upon thoſe facts, any injury 
is done to the. plaintiff; the oppoſite party, 
aver there is, which is called-a joinder in demurrer. 


The juſtices of the court determine this matter, 


Iſſue of fact, is where the fact only, and not 
the law is diſputed; and when he that denies 
the fact declared by his antagoniſt, tenders his 
iſſue, he ſays, “ and this he prays may be enquired 
of by the country”, and his antagoniſt does the 
like; which done, the iſſue is ſaid to be joined, 
both parties having agreed to reſt the fate of the 
cauſe upon the truth of the ſatt in queſtion: then 
the court awards a writ of venire facias upon the 


roll or record, commanding the Sheriff, that he 
cauſe 


19 
cauſe to come here on ſuch a day twelve free 
and lawful: men, liberos et legales homines, of the 
body of the county, by whom the truth of the 
matter may be better known; and who are 
neither of kin to the aforeſaid Charles, nor the 
aforeſaid William, to recognize the truth of the 
iſſue between the ſaid parties. 
All previous ſteps being regularly ſettled, and 
the cauſe called on in court; the record is then 
handed to the juſtices of the court to peruſe, 
and obſerve the pleadings, and what iſſue the 
parties are to maintain, and prove, while the 
jury is called and ſworn. To this end the 
Sheriff returns His compulſive - proceſs, the writ 
of habeas corpora, or diſtringus, with the pannel of 


jurors annexed to the juſtice's officer in court. 


When a ſufficient number of perſons impan- 
nelled appear, they are then ſeparately ſworn, 
well and truly to try the iſſue between the parties; 
and a true verdi& to give according to the 


evidence. 


All 


— 
9 
mou 
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| ( 38 ) 
All witneffes that have the uſe of their reaſon 
are to be received and examined, except ſuch 
as are infamous, or ſuch as are intereſted! in the 
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event of the cauſe; all others are competent wit. 
neſſes, though the jury, from other circum- 
ſtances will judge of the credibility. . 
When the evidence is gone through on both 
| ſides, the juſtices in preſence of the parties, 
the counſel and all others, ſum up the whole 
to the jury, omitting all ſuperfluous circum- 
ſtances, obſerving wherein the main queſtion 


and principal ifſue lies; ſtating what evidence 


| has been given to ſupport it, with ſuch remarks 
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as they think neceſſary for their direction, and 
giving them opinion in matters of law ariſing 


from evidence. 


— 


The jury after the proofs are ſummed up, 


N 
Cor on ET OO OT oe ET TIENTS. 
* a — ” 


unleſs the caſe is very clear, withdraw from 


the bar to conſider of their verdi ; and in 
order to avoid intemperance and cauſeleſs 


delay, are to be kept without meat, drink, fire, 


OT 9 


639 ) 
or candle, unleſs by permiſſion of the court, 
till they are all unanimouſly agree. 


| 13 ire 
Mi 3 £338 FC. £ Dark 


| When' they are agreed, the jury return back 
to the bar, and by their foreman deliver heir 
public verdict, which in the preſent inſtancey 
they ſhall have found the. iſſue for the plaintiff 
in two hundred pounds debt, and fifty pounds 
damages : the judgment is then entered on the 
roll, and execution immediately follows; by the 
court awarding the writ offiers facias, command 
ing the Sheriff to ſell ſo much of the defend- 
ants property, as will pay che plaintiff” lis debe 
and damages, and runs thus,” 'N | 


211 1 3 ' Writ of Fieri Facias. 


« GEORGE. the cond by the 8280 of 
God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, defender of the faith, and fo forth; to 
the Sheriff of Oxfordſhire greeting, We com- 
mand you, that of the goods and chattles within 
| 20 your 


E 


Ln, - 

your bailwick of Charles Long, late of Burford, 
Gentleman, you cauſe to be made two hundred 
pounds debt, which William Burton, lately in 
our court before us at Weſtminſter hath reco- 
vered againſt him; and alſo fifty pounds, which 
vere adjudged in our court heforg us to the ſaid 
William, for his damages which he has ſuſtained; 
as well by occaſion of the detention of his ſaid 
debt, as for his coſts and charges to which he 
hath been put about his ſuit in this behalf, 
whereof the ſaid Charles Long is convicted, as 
it appears to us of record: and have that money. 
before us in three weeks from the day of the 
Holy Trinity, in our court at Weſtminſter, to 
render to the ſaid William of bis debt and da- 
mages aforeſaid: and have then there this writ, 
Witneſs Sir Thomas Deniſon, Knight, at Weſt- 
minſter, the nineteenth day of June, in the 


twenty ninth year of our reign.” 


SHERIFFS RETURN. 
ce BY virtue of this writ to me directed, I 


ave cauſed to be made of the goods and chat- 
”1 tels 


(4 y 
tels of the within written Charles Long, two 
hundred and fifty pounds, which I have ready 


beſore the Lord the K ing at Weſtminſter, at the 
day within written, as it is within commanded 


” 


me. | | 
—ů— ů ů —— — 
THE 


UNCONSTITUTIONAL PRACTICE 
| or na 
IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


HAVING given the nation the common 
law of the land for recovery of debt, I now 
come to the perjuring, iniquitous, illegal, body 
ſnatching, plundering, murdering, practice of 


impriſonment for debt; ſor law it never was, 


nor ever Can be. 5 
— 
COURT OF KINGS BENCH. 


Bill of n N 


Middleſex | 
to wit. THE Sheriff is commit 4 


he take Charles Long, late of Burford, 


in the County of Oxford, if he may 
F | be 


( 52 7 


be found in his bailivick, and him 


ſafely keep, ſo that he may have his 
body before the King at Weftminſter, 


on Wedneſday next, after fifteen days 


of Eaſter, to anſwer to William Burton, 
Gentleman, of a plea of treſpaſs: [And 
alſo to a bill of the ſaid William 


againſt the aforeſaid Charles, for two 


hundred pounds of debt, according 


to the cuſtom of the court of the ſaid. F 


Lord the king, before the King him- 
himſelf to be exhibited] And that lie 
have then there this precept. Witneſs 
Sir Dudley Rider, Knight, at Weſt- 
minſter, the 18th day of April, in the 


eighth year of our reign. 
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SHERIF FS RETURN. 


Poe nas 
—— . 4 
EY 
—— I 
— — — 


BY virtue of this writ to me directed, I have 


taken the body of the within named, Charles 


Long, which I have ready at the day and place 


within contained, according as by this writ. is 


commanded me, 


The 


e 13 
1% n after proceſs of bail if it can be found, 
with juſtiſication of bail ; the litigious proceeding 
.of declaration, writ of error. Replication, pro- 
tetando, demurrer, judgment, error afagned afreſh, 
rejoinder in mulls eft erratum, opinion of the court, 
writ of capias ad ſatisfaciendum, &c. Sc. it is not 
| material to me to repeat here, nor have I room; 
the whole ought to be burnt by the hand of the 
common hangman, but if any perfons are cu- 
rious enough to read it, they may find it in my 
firſt edition ; in Blackſtone's Commentaries ; 


and in moſt of the Attornies Guides. 


Now for the conſequences of this writ of 
treſpaſs, The King's Bench treſpaſs is for aſſault- 
the plaintiff with ſwords, ſticks, knives, ſtaves, 
&c. The Common Pleas' writ of treſpaſs is 
for breaking open the plaintiff's cloſe; it is 
true the Court of Common Pleas have the law- 
ful proceedings for recovery of debt in full 
uſe to this day, but the King's Bench ſtarting 
the writ of treſpaſs, to make good for their ſhop, 
the Common Pleas, finding that knaves of op- | 
preſſion declincd their fair buſineſs, they hung 
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out their ſign of writ of quare clauſum ſregit, and 


the Court of Exchequer hung out theirs of 


quo minus; it is true, the Knight Marſhal of the 
king's houſchold has nothing to do with matters 


of debt, only of difference between the king's 


ſervants; nevertheleſs, finding three ſhops ſet 
up with good buſineſs, and being a bold fellow, 
he likewiſe opened a ſhop, and the public have 


long been ſerved with the vinegar of the four 


thieves. 


The firſt act of this play that preſented itſelf 


to me, I printed a three-penny touch, in which 


was the following letter. 


TO THE KING. 
SIR, 


Permit me to draw your Majeſty's attention to 
a ſcene, which heaven and earth beheld with 
horror; a reſpettable merchant, who had lived 
forty years in one houſe with credit, and brought 
up a numerous family, became, from national 


misfortunes, 


* 


s 


misfortunes, inſolvent; and though he honeſtly 


gave up his effects to his creditors, yet by one 
of thoſe acts of iniquity, permitted by the bank- 
rupt laws, was, by one avaricious creditor, 
thrown into the King's Bench priſon. In one 
month after, he lay upon his death-bed, fur- 
rounded by his amiable wife and lovely daugh- 
ters drownd in tears; when the good man ex- 
claimed againſt the law that had murdered him ; 
looked on his miſerable family with heart-rending 
anguiſh, appealed to heaven's high tribunal, and 
breathed his ſoul to God, The Almighty pre- 
ſented to my eyes the awful ſight! ſtruck the 


ſpark of conviction on my mind, and bid me 
cry aloud for juſtice. - But your Majeſty's anger 


will ariſe, when 1 inform you, that even after 
this, the jailer would not ſuffer the body to go 
out without paying a guinea for the coroner's 
warrant, and twelve ſhillings for the jury. The 


widow ſtood aghaſt at the demand, which flew 


round the priſon, and filled ever breaſt with 


indignation; a priſoner lent the money; and 


when the fees were paid, the widow was ſuffered 


to bury the much-loved corpſe of her departed 
happineſs ; 
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happineſs; but as her ſupport is gone to heaven, 
who 1s now to maintain this family? Sir, this 
is only one inſtance. Where all the dead bodies of 
your Majeſty's ſubjeQs, murdered by impriſon- 
ment for debt, to be aſſembled in Weſtminſter— 

hall, there would not be room left for the tyrants 


of the law to behold their handy work, 


The writ of treſpaſs commanding the Sheriff 
to take the body of either man or woman, does 


not confine him to the ſituation of the perſon; 


the dying man's bed, or the woman in labour- 
Pains, makes not the ſmalleſt difference to this 
butchering warrant, I ſpare, from motives of 
delicacy, the barbarity, which is a diſgrace to 
manhood to mention, that has been prafliſed to- 


wards the lovely ſex; but the following well- 


known caſe of Major Scott, is one among a hun- 


dred inſtances uſed towards men. 


Morning Chronicle, Auguſt, 3o, 1786 
The fate of Major Scott, the late Deputy - 
Governor of St. Helena, is ſincerely regretted. 


_ The circumſtances of his death are as follows: 


Having 


a 

H aving obtained leave of the Company to come 
nome for the recovery of his health, he arrived 
about three days ago in the General Coote India- 
man; he lodged ſome time at the Plough, at 
Clapham, for the ſake of the air, and removed from 
thence, on account of his extreme illneſs, to the 
Carleton Hotel, in Pall-mall, in which place he 
was taken in arreſt for a diſputed claim for 
2800l. His Surgeons, Mr. Wood and Mr. 
Bailey, repreſented to the ſheriff's officers, that 
he could not be removed, but at the utmoſt 
hazard of his life ; but they were inexofable ; the 
largeneſs of the debt, they ſaid, made it unſaſe 
for them to admit of a moment's delay. The 
landlord of the hotel propoſed to them to guard 
their priſoner where he was, and that, for their 
ſecurity, they might bring any numbhr of people 
they pleaſed into the rooms. All this was not 
ſufficient to remove them from their purpoſe; 
they called a coach, and in dragging him from 
his bed, after ſtruggling for ſome time in the 
agonies of death, his ſtrength failed him, and he 
died in their arms, We have the ſatisfaction to- 
add, ſome gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
. | of 
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of military rank, who were preſent, ſhocked 


with the calamity ſpringing from this inſtance 
of the ſeverity of our laws, declared their de- 
| termination to move the houſe, in the enſuing 
ſeſſion, for the revival of a ſyſtem ſo diſgraceful 
to our Conſtitution, and inimical to every 


feeling of humanity.” 


T remarked in my firſt edition, that as the 
members of the Houſe of Commons then preſent 
might have ſhort memories, it would not be 
amiſs, as their is a print of the fatal circumſtance, 
if all the members of the Houſe had it m_ up 


in their bed - rooms. 


There is a print in the ſhops, repreſenting 
che King, ſurrounded with his family, in Dor— 
cheſter jail, in the year 1792, relieving the diſ- 
treſſes of William Pittfield, a debtor ſixty years 
of age, who, with his wiſe and three children, 
are: ſetting upon ſtraw, and had endured 
every miſery ſeven years for an attorney's coſts 
of action. I leave to the King his own thoughts 


upon this 1 innocent man's ſufferings, 1 in violation 
of 
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of that Conſtitution he has ſworn to maintain, but 
for his very viſit and relief he afforded, I forgive 
what is paſt; let his heart turn with affection to- 


wards his ſubjects. 
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The GHOST an ELEGY, 


Wrote on a Gentleman who died with grief and 
diſſappointment in the King's Bench Priſon, 


when the Inſolvent Bill was loſt, Auguſt, 1784. 


"[ was on that ſad and ſolemn night, 


When hope reluctant fled, 
And many a hapleſs priſoner lay 
Deſponding on his bed. 


An awful ſilence reign'd around; 


When, from his lonely tomb, 
A pale-ey'd ghoſt was ſeen to glide 


Along the deep*ning gloom : 


And thtice around theſe dreary walls, 
A ſorrowing look he caſt; 

And thrice he cried, <* the fatal day, 
The fatal hour is paſt !”? 


« Ah, hapleſs Britain, wretched land! 
From thy ill-fated ſhore, | 
Lo, mild humanity is fled, 
And Mercy rules no more. 
G 
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Each ſoothing power of ſocial joy 
No more ſhall ſweetly ſmile, 
Nor hope with her enchanting train 


Mis fortune's frown beguile. 


And O fair freedom once our boaſt, 
Once guardian of our land ! | 
Say wilt thou crouch a vaſſal vile 


Beneath oppreſſions hand ? 


No! from degen' rate Britain far 
Beyond th' Atlantic main, 

Thou bidſt the ſun of glory riſe, 
To Bleſs each happy plain. 


Whilſt venal power and tyrant laws 
O'er Britons bear the ſway ; 
Who tamely bend beneath the yoke 
And laviſhly obey. 


With empty forms and ſhadows pleas'd 
The ſubſtance they forego, 

And from deluſion's honied cup 

Drink pois' nous draughts of woe. 


ee See power deſpotic, oft you cry, 
O'er France exulting reign ! 

See a proud tyrant lawleſs rule 
The wretcied realms of Spain!“ 


But for a moment turn your view 
To proſpects of your own; 
Beneath a worſe deſpotic ſway, 


Surrounding millions groan. 


Each guilty wretch of gold poſſ:ſs'd 
Becomes a tyrant here ; 
Whilf 


E 
Whilſt titled miſcreants—regal pride 
Diſdains ſoft Pity's tear. ths 


Your wounded boſoms deeply feel 
The keen inflicted ſmart, 

Your tender offsprings? plantive cries 
Too deeply pierce the heart. 


Full many a ſecret ſad pre ſage 

Oft told my anguiſh'd mind, 

Ere the cold hand of death my frame 
To kindred clay conſign'd ; 


Oft told me 'midſt theſe direful cells 
Theſs ſeats of grief and pain 

That all our truſt in earthly aid 
Was fugitive and vain. 


Bleſt God of Mercy! let my ſoul 
To thee its tribute pay, 

Who ſummon'd, ere this fatal hour, 
My ſoul from earth away. | 


But ſhort thy triumph cruel man, . 
Who plann'd my miſeries here; 

How wilt thou at the judgment day 
Before thy God appear? 


Ev'n whilſt on earth, thy tortured ſoul 
No peace no joy can know, 

Though all the wealth that India boaſts 
Into thy coffers flow. 


But ah, adieu! a long adieu! 
Sad children of deſpair, 
«« The bell ſtrikes one! The Sceptre ſigh'd, 
And vaniſhed into air, 
G 2 | Now 
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Naw for the grand remedy againſt ben 
ment for Debt, and all other evils, Doctor Voung 
in his night thoughts, ſays God has given us 
heaven above for heaven enjoyed below” this was 
ſpoke like an honeſt man, does God honor, and 
dignifies human nature, it comes exactly to the 
point in queſtion. Milton, Pope, Voltaire, and 
other great writers of all Nations have ſet forth 
the love of God to mankind, and the happy ſtate 

for which he has formed them on the earth, but 
which they are deprived of by tyranny that re- 
quires the ſtrong hand of God himſelf to cruſh. 
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11 YH God has commanded “ Ye ſhall not oppreſs 
$4 one another.” Impriſonment for debt 1s oppreſſion 
LE | upon creditor and debtor, the creditor loſes his 
\ debt, and goes to priſon for his attorney's colts, the 
debtor pines with miſery and want, and diſturbs 
God's throne with his cries and reproaches ; ; I ſet 

my face againſt every ſpecies of oppreſſion, and it 
is my will and pleaſure that Impriſonment for 
Debt may be immediately aboliſhed. 
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Was there any juſtice in England there would 
not be occaſion for a particular interference. The 
Law gives a remedy for every wrong” the remedy 
againſt falſe impriſonment is the habeas corpus act, 
which declares it diſcharges all but criminals, the 


+E IG x 
* 


Hs 
we” 1 „r . 
— 


| 
| 


= = _ 9 
7 of > 


Pe 
{4 
Be 
Si 
8 
Ly 
_—_ 
J-4 
.* 
' 
4 
fate! 
4% 
434 
* 
2G 
* 
3's 
y 
*I 
1 
1 
* 
«I 
1 
1: 2% 
: 
. 
1 
. 
mn: 
Sy, 
* 
* 
4 \ 
. 
Y% 
4 
6 
ot v 


| Judges make a turnpike toll of this act, when a 
i" debtor goes to Judges Chambers with this writ, he 
it: 5 1s 
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is not examined as to his legality of Impriſonment, 
but he waits two or three hours, *till a ſufficient 
number of debtors are aſſembled, when the Judge 
after enjoying his bottle with ſome other upwright 
Judge, the commitment warrants being ready made 
out to transfer the debtors to the King's Bench, 
ſigns them altogether, with as much unconcern as 
he does death warrants at a County Aſſize, which 
is only a marginal note—let him be hanged by the 
neck, if he was to give his footman ſuch an order 
for one of his dogs, the man would think him a 
brute, but the hanging poor rogues paſſes of with- 
out concern, and as for the pain that goes to the 
heart of Chriſt, when a man is executed, it is be- 
neath the notice of Law Lords; they treated him 
with a hanging match of twenty at one time, on 
their ingenous invention the new drop; but when 
they paſs ſentence on a man convicted of what they 
call high Treaſon, they ſay «You are to be takeñ 
from hence to whence you came from, and thence 
to the place of execution, and then to be hung by 
the neck, but not till you are dead; you are then 
to be cut down, and your bowels taken out, and 
burnt before your face, your head to be cut off, 
and your body at the diſpoſal of the King, and the 
Lord have mercy on your Soul.” The Lord does 
not aſk them what mercy he will have on the 
man's ſoul, and would be much obliged to them 
when they have any cruel work in hand, if they 


would not make quite ſo familiar with his name. 
The 
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mite with the fit of wickedneſs, of the Faſt they 
make a feaſt, but by depriving the poor whom 


them faſt indeed, their prayers however are only 
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The 3 ſet of Miniſters do not think it ſuf- 
ficient to make up their meaſure of iniquity with- 
out impiety, they proclaim a Faſt, that het may 


they have diſtreſſed of a day's work they make 


curſes upon their oppreſſors heads. It ſeems God 
himſelf cannot eſcape being brought in an acceſ- 
fary to their oppreſſion of the poor, the Miniſter 
had the aſſurance to ſay in Parliament, that Pro- 
vidence had given a ſcarcity of Provifions; it is 
neceſſary that God ſhould come forward by him- 
felf, or proxy, and prove his innocence, or he may 
ſtand the chance of a ſeven years ſtate trial at 
teventy thouſand pounds expence; theſe Mini- 
ſters are Chriſtians they bow to Chriſt in the ſight 
of men that they may have credit for their actions, 
there are however times and ſeaſons, when Chriſt 
is not diſpoſed to be played with, one Inſtance I 
let down. 


Amureth the ſecond Sultan of the Turks, made 
a Peace with the Chriſtain King of Hungary, the 
Turk ſwore it on the Alcoran, the Chriſtain on 
the Evangeliſts, Amureth devoted his time to 
pleaſure, with a beautiful Circaſſian woman in his 
Seraglio, and placed his Son Mahomet on the 
Throne, who holding the reins of Government 
with 


s 
with a feeble hand, gave the King of Hungary a 
proſpect of entering the the Turkiſn dominions, 


but unwilling to go without a holy ſanction, he 
applies to the Pope for his abſolution from his 


* 


oath, and his benediction; which the Pope ſeeing 
for the intereſt of Chriſtanity readily granted; the 


Hungarian took the field with two hundred thou- 
ſand men; the Turks were alarmed. and not 
having a confidence in Mahomet on the throne, 


they by the Divan demand=d their Sultan Amureth, 


who ſeeling the propriety of it, told the Divan he 
would meet them next day, which he did with 
his Miſtreſs ; he then aſked, which was the man 
that would not have given up public buſineſs for 
ſuch a companion? on their keeping ſilence he 
ſaid, I now let you ſee I am greater than either 
of you, and taking her by the hair of her head, 
and drawing his Scimeter with one ſtroke he cut 
off her head, now ſays the Sultan to the field. He 
led on his Turks againſt the Chriſtains, at the 
firſt onſet the Turks gave way, which grieving 
Amureth to the heart, he took out from his breaſt 
the parchment, on which the King of Hungary 
had ſigned the Peace, and ſticking it on the point 
of his ſcimetar, he held it towards heaven with 
this requeſt, thou crucified Chriſt! this is the 
league thy followers have ſworn in thy name to 
maintain, now if thou art God, which they lay 
thou art, this day vindicate thy honor and mine, 
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the Turks felt themſelves inſpired, ruſhed on t6 
the battle, gained a complete victory, and killed 
the King of Hungary in the field; attwithſtanding 
the ” s benediction. | 


'T: he Chriſtian religion has been made a fine 
trade of one fellow ſits down in Saint Peter's 
chair, with a tripple crown, and propogates Chriſ- 
tianity, with fire and ſword the chriſtian kings 
join him, and carry on a holy war to cram Chriſt 
down the throats of unbelievers with the point of 
the ſword, but in England the Chriſtian Religion 


flouriſhes, what a charming fight to fee an Arch- 


biſhop of Canterbury, with his lawn ſleeves, and 


and a diamond ring on his finger, diſplaying the 


beauties of Chriſtianity ; the rich ſit comfortably 
enough, but as the poor to whom the goſpel was 


to be. preached, cannot get near enough to hear 


ſo fine a man, I recommend to his Grace to invite 
them to dine with him at Lambeth Palace, and 
after dinner over a mug of ſtrong beer, to explain 
thoſe knotty points. It is high time the Meſſiah 
was come to teach the Judges Law, ' and the 
Biſhops _ 


The Lord himſelf ſhall ſet judgement in the earth. 


* * * 
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